
 
 

ANNUAL REPORT 2015 

Thompson Public Library 
81 Thompson Drive North 

Thompson, Manitoba R8N 0C3 

info@thompsonlibrary.com 
Phone: 204-677-3713 

Fax:  204-778-5844 
www.thompsonlibrary.com 

 



 
 
 
 
 

It is the mission of the Thompson Public Library, 
through the provision of informational, educational, 

cultural, and recreational library materials and services 

to ensure the right to free and open community access 
to diverse information and ideas fundamental to a 

democracy. 
 

Vision:  To be a life-long learning centre through the 

provision of creative literacy services to the community 

and region. 

 
Board of Trustees: 

 

Cathy Neziol, Chairperson 
Geri Dixon, Vice-Chair 

Naomi Nickerson, Treasurer 
Colleen Smook, City Council Rep 

Sue O’Brien 

Alicia Bedford 
Deng Deng 

Previous:  Jo-Anne White, Noreen Barlas 
 

Staff: 
 

Cheryl Davies, Administrator 

 

Carole Parenteau, Library Assistant I, retired 

Sharon Barrick, Library Assistant I 

Amanda Sanders, Library Assistant I 

Maria Forsyth, Coral Bielak, Clerk 

Jyoti Ghai, Prapti Patel, Page 

  



Why Libraries? 
 
There is nothing like a public library! 

 
Libraries are per definition an awesome thing. I mean – 
books! Lots of them! In shelves, ordered, and with a 

searchable catalogue! Add to that an always friendly and 
always helpful staff, even more wonderful books, a very 

good catalogue and the possibility to request inter-library 
loans with no hassle and no cost. Then you have my library. 
(http://www.pallia.net/) 

 
They’re one of the last places you can spend time where you 

aren’t being sold something. Every time I read an article 
talking about how libraries can diversify their income in 
tough times by putting in a coffee shop a small part of me 

dies. If I want coffee I’ll go to a coffee shop. In these 
commercialised times, where everything is judged by its 

monetary value, I believe our wellbeing as a nation comes 
down to our access to libraries and parks. Both of them free 
to all, funded by all (of us that pay our taxes), they ask 

nothing of us but give us so much. (Books from Basford) 
 

One of the many arguments in favour of good old-fashioned 
libraries – the bricks and mortar, hardcopy, poking-around-

in-the-stacks  variety – is the un-measurable element of 
serendipity: things you happen upon when looking for 
something else. (Michael Welland) 

 
It's still the weight of the book that calms me, the feel of the 

paper under my fingertips as I turn the page that grabs me. 
This pleasure is sharpened by understanding that what I love 
at this moment has only been loaned to me. I can possess it 

fully but temporarily -- just like life. (Gina Barreca) 
 

Libraries are a wonderful place. They provide countless 
services and are often times the center of the community. 
They bring community members together through events 

and programs; offer internet access and research options to 
those who would otherwise be without; and supply an 

endless amount of knowledge simply by walking through 
their doors. Libraries allow users to travel the world, discover 



new languages and encounter numerous adventures all 
housed under the same roof. If you can’t make it to the 

physical library, eBooks and digital audiobooks can provide 
the same privileges with the click of a button, from anywhere 

in the world. (OverDrive blog) 
 
2015 saw an increase in the number of computer users.  A 

new printer offered the ability to print, fax, scan to email, 
and copy.  This service has been very well used. 

  
Thompson Community Foundation and 
the Moffat Foundation once again 

provided us with a grant to upgrade 
library fixtures.  Money allowed the 

purchase of a new graphic novel 
display, projector and bulletin board.  
We are very thankful to the Thompson 

Community Foundation for their support of the library. 
 

The Board of the library served the community in 2015 with 
their involvement in both library and community activities –

representing the library at Literacy Day at the mall; 
providing food and extra pairs of hands for library programs; 
attending board meetings and making difficult decisions.   

 
Thompson Public Library staff members are some of the 

most helpful, friendly people you could meet and their role in 
making the library a community place cannot be stressed 
enough.  Finding “that book”, helping someone with a 

resume, giving directions to newcomers, letting people know 
about other community services that may be able to serve 

them better, running programs for kids and adults, 
appearing on the radio and writing a monthly article for the 
local paper are just some of the ways that the staff serve 

Thompson. 
 

With a 30000 plus diverse collection of items to borrow, 7 
public computers, an online catalogue, access to online 
databases, free eBooks, Thompson Public Library has much 

to love. 
 

  



Thompson Public Library Events in 2015: 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

STORY TIME 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cheryl Davies 
Administrator 

 

 

                           

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Thank you to the City of Thompson, Mayor and Council.  The 
continued financial support benefits the library and the 
community of Thompson.   

 
The dedication, passion, talent and creativity of the Library 

Staff make the library a warm, welcome, growing place.  
Thanks to all of you.  You are a great team!  Your show your 
love for the community! Thank you to the Province of 

Manitoba for its grant funding to Public Libraries. Many 
thanks to the Board of Trustees; the time and effort you 

provide are much appreciated.  Thompson Public Library 
looks forward to a great 2016. 

Cathy Neziol 
Board Chair 

 



 

  
Statement of Operation for 2015 
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